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Chosen for the Surge 
His Purpose vs. My Dreams 
Written August 17, 2020, revised February 16, 2022 
 

His Purpose 
As Yeshua (Jesus) and His disciples walked from their last Passover feast together through the gates of 
Jerusalem and on toward the garden of Gethsemane in the night, He spoke these words, “You did not 
choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit 
should remain that whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He may give to you.” (John 15:16) 
 
The original Greek word for appoint is tith’emi and means to place. Yeshua chose you and placed you. 
Your calling is His choosing, His placing, and His purpose. 
 
The Lord gives each one of us gifts to bear fruit for His kingdom. He has placed us in this time for His 
purposes. The only way we will know our place and be prepared for the uncertainty that lies ahead is by 
abiding in Him, because He is the only One Who knows how events will unfold. We plan, but we plan by 
listening to His lead each day. He has placed His desires in our hearts when we are young, and as we listen, 
we watch how He will use them. If we are not directed by the Holy Spirit, we can make idols of our own 
dreams. (Please see the study Abiding Tools at ShaleFragments.com to learn more about abiding.) 
 

The Ocean Surge 
I read a story years ago about a woman whose small boat was caught in the ocean currents off the 
Philippine coast. No matter how hard she rowed, the ocean surges, like huge underground mammoths, 
swelled and heaved her in their own direction, until at last some fishermen rescued her. 
 
The Holy Spirit’s work in our lives is like the ocean surges and swells that we often do not immediately see. 
Our part is to stop rowing and yield by abiding in Him. Abiding is not inactivity. When you focus on Him, 
the Holy Spirit will bring you alive with His motivation toward His purposes. For example, I am excited and 
compelled to teach. The desire comes supernaturally naturally. However, there are times in our lives when 
we feel like we are trudging through our work rather than moving freely with momentum. In each time, 
we wait on Him to “mount up with wings like eagles.” (Isaiah 40:31)  
 
As I look back on my life, I see that it has moved with the vast ocean surges of God’s loving purpose. In the 
beginning of my new life with Yeshua over forty years ago, I had dreams to be a missionary in Nepal or 
start an orphanage overseas. As I abided in His word each day and listened to His lead, my little boat on 
the ocean swell took me elsewhere.  
 
When young artists ask me how I arrived where I am, I say, “I abided. I took His hand. I waited on Him and 
listened.” I knew it was more important to love Him and know His love for me than it was to be guided. 
The guidance followed naturally with the nurturing of the relationship. And although we are often 
misguided along the way, He will work everything together for good. Abiding is the path to the success of 
bearing fruit for His Kingdom. 
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A few of God’s purposes for my life now are to serve my family and friends; teach the Bible; and break 
down barriers across the body of Messiah. I could not have imagined His placement ahead of time. 
I see now that every boring or grand job, every good or bad boss, singleness until I was 45, and every other 
placement, whether He asked me to stay or leave, was His plan then and was also a preparation moving 
me in His purposes to bear much fruit that would remain. 
 
We were chosen and appointed to go and bear fruit that remains. In Matthew 28:18-20, we learn where 
we are to go. Yeshua said to His disciples, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always even to the end of the age.”  
 

Angel’s Placement 
As I said previously, sometimes our current placement is not fun, but we still must do our best to trust 
Him. He will never leave us! Here is a story about my friend, Angel (name changed to protect her privacy). 
 
Angel lives high in the mountains in Peru. We met her at church years ago when she was a nanny to a 
family in our city. We spent weekends with her having fun and helping her with the English language. 
When she moved away, we found ways to visit. Her faith in God inspired us. She trusted Him joyfully in 
every situation. Our friendship has continued through video over the miles. 
 
Angel had many dreams. She wrote her master’s thesis with innovative ideas for a new tourism company. 
She hoped for marriage, children, and more visits to the United States. But in April 2021, she became sick 
with covid. We watched her struggle terribly in her mind with fear and pain through many tears. She said, 
“This is not like me!” We responded, “He holds you even now while you cannot think or pray.” We also 
counseled her through a relational heartbreak. I remember her words – “I had so many dreams.” With all 
the restrictions due to the pandemic, her dreams seemed to be crashing around her. 
 
Then, a few weeks ago, almost a year later, she was admitted to the hospital due to abdominal pain. Over 
a period of three weeks, with the delay of test results and the need for more tests, she grew weary. But 
each day she joyfully said, “I know why I am here.” She called us often with stories of the women she led to 
the Lord in prayer in the beds next to her. Her trust was fortified. He brought joy into her circumstances.  
 
Angel’s perspective was renewed from her dreams to the Father’s appointment. We, His chosen sons 
and daughters, are all on an arduous journey marked with beauty and joy. And although our journeys are 
priceless to Him, they span just a speck of time compared to the eternal glory. The Apostle Paul said,  
“I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that will 
be revealed in us.” (Romans 8:18) 
 
Father, teach me to abide in Your love as You move me in Your purposes! 
 
With joy in Him, 
Beth Ann 


