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Messianic prophecies foretell the events of the life of Yeshua the Messiah (Jesus Christ). The shadows, 
hints, and direct predictions of His life unfold off the pages of the Old Testament! 
 
These writings are often mysterious. They overlap with multiple meanings – with colors from the past, 
the current time of the writing, and the future. They are like paintings with initial main strokes that have 
layer upon layer of richness as more nuances are revealed. 
 
This writing is a simple backbone of understanding. The examples are numerous; I only give a few. You 
will discover more on your own. Biblical literature is beautiful! The truth revealed in it brings a fountain 
of joy within us as He speaks, and it prepares us for the trials ahead.  
 
The image I chose to illustrate the layers of Biblical prophecy is a collage of 40 photographs I took at Mark 
Gingerich’s oil painting class. Each one shows each stroke used to complete his painting. The entire picture 
was already there in front of Mark; he just had to see it. This is how Bible study has been for me these past 
41½ years. The beauty has always been there just waiting for me to discover it! 
 
Three Types of Messianic Prophecy 

1. Midrashim 
2. Type and Shadow 
3. Proven, Specific, Direct 

 
1.   Midrashim 

“You have heard teachers say Jesus fulfilled over 300 Messianic prophecies. Often, the prophecies cannot 
be accurately measured. Yeshua’s fulfillment of them is more like music and art rather than math and 
science. Midrash or Midrashim (plural) is a common practice in Judaism that reimagines Scripture to give 
it a completely new meaning. Jewish New Testament writers do the same.” 
 – Rabbi K.A. Schneider 

“The best way to love someone is to listen to them. The best way to love God is to listen to Him. Your 
imagination integrates your heart and your mind. The Bible is aimed at your imagination.” 
 – Michael Card 
 
Midrashim involves: 

• Listening to the Holy Spirit. The Spirit will always agree with and reflect the highest purpose of 
Scripture which is to reveal the Creator and Redeemer of the Universe and His desire to rescue 
and restore us to Himself. We cannot simply make up meaning from Scripture to suit ourselves.  
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• Seeing the hints (the Hebrew remez). Since Scripture was written by human beings through whom 
Yahweh breathed His words, we often find hints layered within the more-obvious meaning of the 
text. In other words, the Scripture may refer to the time in which it was written, while at the same 
time offering hints of future events and our personal relationship with Him. The writer may have 
been unaware of the full meaning that would be revealed later through the words.  

 
Example 1 of a Hint:  
Noah sent out a dove from the ark to see if the water was abated from the land, “but the dove 
found no resting place for the sole of her foot, so she returned to him in the ark; for the water 
was on the surface of all the earth. Then he put out his hand and took her and brought her into 
the ark to himself.” (Genesis 8:8) This small verse, hidden away in the story of the flood, blossoms 
off the page with its fragrant hint of the Lord’s safety. The world is restless, but I am safe in Him. 
 
Example 2 of a Hint:  
Hosea 11:1 says, “When Israel was a youth, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son.” 
This verse is referring to the deliverance of Israel from Egypt. No Messianic prophecy is suggested, 
yet Matthew reinterprets Hosea 1 when Joseph and Mary return from Egypt having fled there 
when Herod was searching for the children. (Matthew 2:13-15) 
 
Example 3 – an irresponsible interpretation of Scripture:  
Many years ago, I was praying about buying a particular house. During this time, I read Psalm 84:3, 
“The bird also has found a house and the swallow a nest for herself where she may lay her young.” 
I interpreted this verse to be a sign that God wanted me to buy the house. But this was an 
irresponsible conclusion I forced to suit my own desire. Not only would the purchase of the house 
have been a huge mistake, but I bypassed the Psalmist’s original intent, which was to express his 
yearning to be in the courts of God’s Temple. The Temple represented God’s presence, the Psalmist 
greatest joy. My conclusion should have been, “No matter where I am, I am in His presence!” 
 

• Seeing the reflections of Old Testament Scripture in the life of Yeshua. Yeshua personally journeys 
through the experiences of Israel; His life reflects their history. He was baptized; Israel went 
through the Red Sea. He was in the wilderness 40 days; they for 40 years, and so on. 
 

2. Type and Shadow 
A foreshadow is a sign or indication of what is to come. 

 A shadow is a real person, thing, or event that will have a fuller meaning later. 
 A type is a person, thing, or event that represents or symbolizes another that will appear later. 
 

• Isaac was a type of Yeshua. When Abraham offered Issac his son, the gate was opened for the 
future atonement of Israel; when the Father offered His Son Yeshua, our redemption was secured. 
(Genesis 22) 
 

• Moses lifted up the bronze serpent in the wilderness to intercede for the people; it represented sin. 
When the people looked at it, they lived. (Numbers 21: 4-9) The serpent on the pole was a shadow of 
Yeshua Who was lifted up on the cross. We look to Him, and we are delivered from death. (John 3:14-
15). “He made Him Who knew no sin to be sin for us that we might become the righteousness of 
God in Him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)   
 

• The Feasts of Israel from Leviticus 23 foreshadowed Yeshua’s life, sacrifice, death, burial, 
resurrection, and return. (For teaching about this, please read the backs of the Art Cards in The 
Feasts of Israel Fulfilled Collection at FlowerGirlGreetings.com. 
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• My Learning Tool called The Work of Rest compiled from the Book of Hebrews includes many fore-
shadows of Yeshua. To see/purchase the entire study, please visit Flower Girl 
Greetings/Shop/Learning Tools. Here are a few of the 33 foreshadows mentioned in this tool. Can 
you find the others? 

− The earthly priests foreshadowed Yeshua, the heavenly priest. 
∼ They were based on physical descent; Yeshua was based on the power of an indestructible life. 
∼ They offered sacrifices every day; Yeshua offered Himself once for all. 
∼ They entered the Tabernacle once a year; Yeshua entered once for all. 

− The heavy curtain in the Tabernacle blocked access to the Holy of Holies where God dwelled; it 
was torn at Calvary opening the way into God’s heart. 

− Many sacrifices were offered; Messiah offered Himself once for all. 

− Moses was a servant over God’s house; Yeshua is the Son over God’s household. 
 

3. Proven, Specific, Direct 
 These prophecies are directly about Yeshua. 

• “The scepter shall not depart from Judah nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet until Shiloh 
(Messiah) comes, and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. He ties his foal to the vine and 
his donkey’s colt to the choice vine. He washes his garments in wine and his robes in the blood of 
grapes. His eyes are dark like wine and his teeth whiter than milk.” (Genesis 49:10-12) 

• “I see him but not now; I behold him but not near; a star shall come forth from Jacob, and a 
scepter shall rise from Israel…” (Number 24:17, out of the mouth of Balaam, a reluctant prophet) 

• “In those days and at that time, I will cause a righteous Branch of David to spring forth; and He 
shall execute justice and righteousness on the earth.” (Jeremiah 33:14) 

• Daniel 9:24-27 reveals when Messiah will come. The prophecies of Daniel correlate with those of 
Ezekiel and Revelation. 

• Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 reveals specific details of Yeshua’s suffering 700 years before His birth. 

• Zechariah 9:9-10 tell of the coming Messiah and His triumphant entry into Jerusalem over 500 
years before His birth! 

Messianic Prophecies in the Bible are beautifully woven into the fabric of Scripture. God’s Word is a 
masterpiece!  

Oh, Breath of God, open our eyes to see You in Your word!  
 
 
 


