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In His Dust – Abolishing and Fulfilling 
January 9, 2023    
 
The word Scripture is mentioned over 50 times in the New Testament. It refers to the Tenakh which had 
been the Bible of the Jewish people in Yeshua’s day for over 200 years. Their Tenakh was (and is) 
composed of three portions – The Torah (first five books of Moses), the Prophets, and the Writings.  
(See Luke 24:44 as an example.) 
 
The Torah is the same as the Law, Teachings, Commandments, Precepts, Ordinances, and Testimonies of the 
Lord. The Jews had come out of 430 years of slavery with no reference point for living in freedom. So, they 
considered the Torah to be a treasured gift to guide them in how to love God, themselves, and others. Their 
obedience was a response of gratitude for His gracious deliverance, not an attempt to earn His favor.  
 
The ancient Torah (passed down through oral repetition that began over 4,000 years ago) is, of course, 
difficult to understand. In the first century AD, rabbis (teachers) differed in their interpretations of it. Some 
were strict, others lenient; some merciless, others merciful. We have been taught that Yeshua opposed 
the Law when, in fact, He came to interpret it perfectly. Indeed, He embodied the Torah. John 1:17 teaches 
us that “the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Yeshua the Messiah.” 
Yeshua came to fully and perfectly express God’s heart expressed in the Torah to His people. 
 
Yeshua said “Do not think I came to abolish the Torah (the Law) or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish 
but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke will 
pass away from the Torah until all is accomplished. Whoever then annuls one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 
whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:17-19) 
 
The Hebrew words for abolish and fulfill refer to the interpretation of the Torah.  

• To abolish the Law is to misinterpret it. Misinterpretation abolishes its meaning with these results: 
people are led astray; God’s character is not expressed; His will is not done; His Name is not sanctified. 

• To fulfill the Law is to interpret it rightly. Right interpretation preserves its meaning with these results: 
people are led in the right path; God’s character is expressed; His will is accomplished; His Name is 
sanctified. 

 
Yeshua filled the Torah full with its intended meaning. He did not abolish or replace it. He showed the 
eternal, continuing value of it as God’s revelation. In the gospel accounts, we see Him going to the heart of 
the person every time. He teaches the Torah in the Beatitudes of Matthew 5 – “Blessed are [i.e., truly 
content are] the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the gentle, those hungry and thirsty for righteousness, 
the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers… these are they who are living the Law!   
 
The Torah did not originally reach its intended purpose because we need the Holy Spirit to live it. The sinful 
nature of Israel (and us) kept them from fulfilling it. When we put our trust in Yeshua, He imparts the Holy 
Spirit, and the Law is written on our hearts. The Spirit is not in opposition to the Law; rather the Spirit 
fulfills the Law through us. (See Romans 8:1-4) 
 

Yeshua and His disciples were thoroughly Jewish and 
immersed in the study of the Tenakh (the Torah, the 
Prophets, and the Writings). Since the New Testament 
was recorded in their language of Hebrew before being 
translated into Greek, it is valuable to learn the Hebraic 
context, meanings, and idioms that are not always 
apparent in the Greek.  
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And we sing with King David: 
The Law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; 
The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 
The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart; 
The commands of the LORD are pure, giving light to the eyes. 
The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; 
The judgments of the LORD are true and altogether righteous. 
They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much pure gold; 
They are sweeter than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 
Moreover by them Your servant is warned; 
In keeping them there is great reward.  
Psalm 19:7-11 
 
Also see Psalm 1:1-3. In Psalm 119, try substituting the words “His instructions of love” for words such as 
Law, Teachings, Commandments, Precepts, Ordinances, Judgments, Statutes, His ways, His word, and 
Testimonies! In Psalm 119, we see the Psalmist’s actions toward Torah. 

He _______ the Torah: 
Walks in 
Seeks 
Loves 
Observes 
Remembers 
Esteems 
Tastes 
Keeps diligently 
Give thanks for 
Learns from 
Rejoices in 
Meditates upon 
Delights in 
Beholds wonderful things in 
Clings to 
Trusts 
Lifts up his hands in 
Sings 
Hastens toward 
Waits in 
Longs for 
Stands in 

In the Torah, he finds: 
Light for the path 
Joy 
Discernment 
Revival 
Strength 
Hope 
Comfort 
Wisdom 
Insight 
Understanding 
Protection 
Sustenance 
Gold 
Truth 
Purity  
Eternity 
Security 
Treasure 
Wonder 
Counsel 
Reverence for the Lord 
Songs 
Compassion 
Deliverance 

 
Shalom, 
Beth Ann 


